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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 3-6 are pending in the application. Independent claims 1, 3, and 4 have 
been amended herein* Claim 2 has been canceled herein without prejudice. Favorable 
reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested. 

L OBJECT ION TO THE SPECIFICATION 

The abstract stands objected to due to its length. The abstract has been amended not to 
contain more than 150 words. Withdrawal of the objection is respectfully requested. 



n. REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-7 UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 112 

Claims 1-7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
Claims 1, 3 and 4 have been amended not to include the term "can be." Withdrawal of the 
rej ections is respectfully requested. 



HL REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-7 UNDER 35 U.S.C. 6 103(al 

Claims 1 and 2 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over a 
combination of US. Patent No. 4,891,476 (""Nation") andU.S, Patent No. 6,525,284 
("Latwesen"). Claim 3 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nation, Latwesen* and U.S. Patent No. 5,967,301 C'Reed"). Claims 4-7 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over a combination of Nation, Latwesen, Reed, and U.S. 
Patent No- 5,132,499 ("Vatenzona"). All pending claims are believed to be allowable over the 
cited art Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

Indepen dent PJaim i 

Independent claim 1 has been amended to include all limitations of claim 2. Specifically, 
claim 1 requires that 'the actuation body is formed of the elastomer as well as the cam follower 
is formed of a plastomer whose elasticity is lower than that of the elastomer." No new matter 
has been introduced by the amendments. 

The Office Action admits thai the Nation patent fails to teach the actuation body and cam 
follower formed of an elastomer or plastomer. The Latwesen patent was cited to cure the 
deficiencies of the Nation patenL However, the Latwesen patent fails to suggest the specific 
relationship between the elasticity of the plastomer forming the cam follower, and the elasticity 
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of the elastomer forming the actuation body. Nor does it suggest that the cam follower is formed 
of a plastomer whose elasticity is lower than that of the elastomer, as claimed Therefore, 
independent claim 1 is believed to be allowable over the combination of Nation and Latwesen. 



Independent Claim 3 

The Office Action admits that the Nation and Latwese patents fail to teach the extreme 
ends ... are formed in an arc shape. The Reed patent was cited to cure the deficiencies of Nation 
and Latwesen. However, the Reed patent fails to teach the extreme ends of the tooth portions of 
one of the first and second latchet teeth are formed in an arc shape, as claimed. 

The Office Action seems to ignore one of the claimed limitations, i.e., "the extreme ends 
of the tooth portions of one of the first and second latchet teeth are formed in an arc shape" As 
illustrated in Fig. 5 of the Reed patent, the cams 64 and 66 both have saw teeth edges at their 
extreme ends. Therefore, Reed cannot be said to teach the claimed arc-shaped extreme ends. As 
such, independent claim 3 is believed to be allowable over the cited references. 

According to one exemplary embodiment of the invention, such arc-shaped extreme ends 
can reduce the abutment noise. See, page 7, lines 5-15 of the presort specification. 



Independent Claim 4 

Claim 4 has been amended to further clarify one of the features of the invention. 
Specifically, claim 4 now requires, inter alia> that "the cam follower holds one end of the elastic 
member and is formed of synthetic resin," and that "the contact element switching mechanism is 
actuated when the actuating member rotates to cause a movable contact element to slide on a 
stationary contact element" Support for the amendments is found at, for example, page 16, lines 
15-24; page 19, lines 17-20; and Figs. 2-4 of the present specification. No new matter has been 
introduced by the amendments. 

According to the Valenzano patent, one end of a metallic auxiliary spring 29 is held by a 
metallic rivet 47 provided in a cam follower 25 (Valenzano, column 9, lines 32-39). Thus, when 
the cam follower 25 rotates in response to a pressing operation of an actuation body 31, the end 
of the metallic auxiliary spring 29 and the metallic rivet 47 scrape against each other, resulting in 
producing metallic dust Such metallic dust can cause a short circuit within a switch. 

By contrast, according to one specific embodiment of the invention, the cam follower is 
formed of synthetic resin as claimed. As such, even if a metallic coil spring is used as the elastic 
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member, only resin dust, not metallic dust, may be produced. Such resin dust may be 
advantageous to avoid shoit-cirouitmg the switch, as opposed to metallic dust which can cause a 
short circuit. 

Nation, Latwesen, Reed, and Valenzona have been reviewed, and found not to teach or 
suggest the above-identified claimed features. Therefore, current independent claim 4 is 
believed to be allowable over the cited art. 



In view of the foregoing, independent claims 1, 3, and 4 and their dependent claims are 
believed to be in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 



IV. CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that all pending claims are in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
requests a Notice of Allowance at an early date. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference 
would expedite prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 510-663- 
1100, ext. 245. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 

Haruo Yawata 

Limited Recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 



r 
i 



P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
Tel: 510-663-1100, ext 245 
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BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CF£ § 10.9(b) 



Mr* Haruo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of 
Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP, and the attorney or agent of record in the 
applications is a registered practitioner who is a member of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. This 
limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the following 
events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) Mr. Haroo Yawata ceases to lawfully reside 
in the United States, (if) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP 
ceases or is terminated, or (iii) Mr. Haroo Yawata ceases to remain or reside in the United States on 
anH-lvisa* 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
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Harry L Moatz 
Director of Enrollment and Discipline 



